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WHEREAS, By signing the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge pledge,
Purdue committed to ensuring all eligible students would be able to register to vote and cast
informed ballots in the 2020 general election and beyond, while also making a commitment to
foster a campus culture that supports nonpartisan student civic learning, political engagement, and
student voter participation”!. This led to the creation of Purdue’s Civics Knowledge Test, a
requirement to graduate;

WHEREAS, In September of 2021, the Purdue Student Government proposed to
the Purdue University Senate that “recognizing Election Day as a non-instructional day in future
academic calendars would be advantageous in order to encourage civic service among the entire

Purdue community’?;

WHEREAS, The Purdue University Senate determined that “while participation
in primary and special elections are also an important means of civic engagement, the timing of
these elections poses scheduling difficulties. Thus, these bodies would encourage instructional
flexibility during these elections but do not recommend designation as non-instructional Days of
Civic Service™. As reported by WLFI, “some faculty members argued the measure would be
redundant due to early voting ability, others felt losing a day of instruction would be too high a

cost™;
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WHEREAS, In November of 2021, Purdue University was awarded as the best Big
Ten ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge 2020 voter registration action plan winner. “The award
for the Big Ten’s Best Action Plan, resulting in a 20-percentage point jump in student voter turnout to

67% in the 2020 election, was announced and presented to Purdue™;

WHEREAS, In the 2024 Primary Election, Tippecanoe County reported a turnout
rate of 13.01% of registered voters®. When considering that 13% voter turnout rate, Indiana state
representative Chris Campbell commented that, “6% of the votes from Tippecanoe County have

come from the university polling location. That’s enough to sway an election,”®;

WHEREAS, On September 25th, 2024, Purdue Student Senate unanimously
passed Resolution 24-03 “Purdue Voting Accessibility” to encourage Purdue University and the
Tippecanoe County Board of Elections to work together in creating a voting location for General
Election Day and create more opportunities for on-campus early voting’. This bill expands upon
the sentiment expressed in Resolution 24-03;

WHEREAS, Regarding the lack of an on-campus voting day location at Purdue
during the 2024 election cycle, the Exponent reported the following: “The qualifications that

Purdue has reportedly had issues with in the past . . . are parking accessibility, Purdue Police
ticketing poll workers and stopping the loading and unloading of polling machines, and ‘Purdue
298,

personnel’ removing candidate signs”;

WHEREAS, Purdue Student Government conducted a student survey (N=232), to
which 88.7% (n=204) of Purdue students were not registered to vote in Tippecanoe County and
44.4% (n=102) had to travel to vote. Moreover, students overwhelmingly supported the creation
of a voter absence policy (94.8%, n=219) and/or a campus-wide Reading Day (89.2%, n=205).
When speaking with students, multiple expressed concerns with varying departmental policies and
lack of flexibility from professors as it pertains to Election Day. However, after speaking with
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Purdue’s Office of Dean of Students (ODOS), staff expressed concerns about the organizational
capacity to manage a high influx of Voter Absence requests;

WHEREAS, With Purdue’s lack of an election-day policy, professors are the
ultimate decision-makers in determining their respective absence policies, potentially varying
across faculty and academic colleges. This poses an issue concerning flexibility for Indiana voters
at the University. Additionally, this raises concerns for students who are engaging in civic
processes by volunteering to work at polling locations across Indiana and neighboring states;

WHEREAS, The Purdue Student Government acknowledges and appreciates
Purdue University Resources and Policy Committee’s (URPC) stance that “the university will
work with the county board of elections to provide facilities support for voter registration and both
early and election day voting in national elections held every other year. On voting day, no quizzes
or exams will be held, so if a student misses class due to long lines, they will only need notes for
the day. If the university is unable to secure an adequate number of sites to provide all students,
faculty and staff the opportunity to exercise their civic rights and vote in national elections on

campus, then classes will be cancelled so they can go off campus to vote™’;

WHEREAS, If the Purdue University Senate plans to proceed with such a route,
then the Purdue Student Government is supportive. However, if no voting location were to be
offered on Purdue’s campus in future election cycles, students may not have the flexibility or
accessibility to practice their civil duty. While Purdue University has a robust Jury Duty Policy,
another vital civil duty, the University lacks a comprehensive Voter Accessibility Policy allowing
for the excusal of students from in-person academic activities to vote in primary and general
elections;

WHEREAS, Election Day has amplified student awareness of the need for
accessible voting options on campus and robust policies to enable students to exercise their civic
duty. To leverage this heightened engagement and election-day momentum, this bill merits
emergency consideration by the Purdue Student Government and Purdue Graduate Student Senate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Purdue University distributes
polling location information and poll worker volunteer opportunities to all Purdue students at least
two weeks prior to primary and general elections.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That upon the advice of the Office of the
Dean of Students, Purdue University designates primary and general election days (Tuesday after

9 The University Resources and Policy Committee (URPC). (2024, October 21). Senate Document 24-03. Purdue
University. https://www.purdue.edu/senate/documents/meetings/Senate-Document-24-03-Resolution-for-Voting-
Facilities-and-Time-on-Campus.pdf



the first Monday in November on even-numbered years) as Asynchronous Learning Days,
loosely modeled after the Reading Days utilized during the COVID-19 pandemic.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Asynchronous Learning Days shall not
impact the progression of the Purdue academic calendar and shall be considered an official day
of academic learning, despite the mode of education being altered.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Asynchronous Learning Days be
designated on Election Day to prevent exams, quizzes, and mandatory in-class exercises from
being scheduled which may impede a student’s ability to travel to vote.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this policy shall be continually
evaluated by ODOS, the Roger C. Stewart Leadership & Professional Development Department,
students, professors, faculty, and other appropriate entities should changes need to be made.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED 7" day of November 2024.
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Certification

I, Secret Permenter, Senate Clerk of the Purdue Graduate Student Senate, do hereby
certify that the foregoing resolution was regularly passed and adopted by the Purdue Graduate
Student Senate of Purdue University, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 17" day of November
2024 by acclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this /INSERT DAY OF
CERTIFICATION]™ day of [INSERT MONTH OF CERTIFICATION] 2024.

Secret Permenter
Senate Clerk, PGSS



