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Purdue Graduate Student Senate

6th Regular Meeting

Wednesday, February 11, 2025, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Location: RAWL 1062 and Virtual
https://purdue-edu.zoom.us/j/912215786097?pwd=eFIzMDhLQZIHuedU378mM3YAa1yNqq.1

AGENDA

I.  Call to Order
A. Meeting called to order at 6:05pm
II.  Roll Call
A. Announcement of Newly Elected Senators and Alternates
1. List of Newly Elected Senators and Alternates will be appended to these minutes
(Appendix A).
B. Senator Roll Call will be appended to these minutes (Appendix B) via iclicker
1. Quorum met 41 out of 52 senators (need 27 senators out of 55 senators)
C. Executive Officers:
1. Present:
a) President
b) Chief of Staff
¢) Senate Chair
d) Treasurer
e) Diversity Team Chair
f) Legislative Affairs Officer
g) LRC
h) Parliamentarian
2. Absent:
a) Public Relations Officer
b) Community Team Chair
¢) Career Team Chair
d) GRAC Chair
e) Career Team Chair
f) Life Team Chair
III.  Approval of Minutes
A. Motion waive reading of minutes by ECON
1. Seconded by Agricultural Biological Engineering
B. Motion to approve minutes by ECON
1. Seconded by Engineering Technology
IV.  Approval of the Agenda
A. Motion to approve the agenda by Agricultural ECON
1. Seconded by ECON
B. Hearing no objection it is approved
V.  Consent Agenda (any item may be removed by a single voice)
A. Officer Reports
B. Committee and Team Reports
C. Other Reports at the Discretion of the Chair
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D. Reports of University Committees and Boards
VI.  Unfinished Business
VII.  New Business
A. SP26-B00X: “Childcare Grant”
1. Motion to introduce the legislation by sponsor
a) Second by senator
2. Motion to waive reading of the legislations by sponsor
a) Seconded by SOCIOLOGY
3. Assigned number SP26-B001
4. Sponsor report
a) Yield time to author: PGSG President— talking about whether to have it
tabled but concerned about what this might do to people in this position
5. LRC report
a) No doubts and constitutional
6. Presidents report
a) Will give a unanimous report on it since they are the president and the
author of the legislation
(1) Talks about the history of the report and why this came about—
legislation on the looming closure of the childcare center that
they are closing; needs of childcare and daycare will be more
expensive
(a) Motion for 2 more minutes by President
(i)  Seconded by nursing
(2) Itis important to support this bill as they have already received a
lot of concerns from grad students about their situation; the
money for this bill is coming from grants
(a) Motion for 2 more minutes by President
(i)  Seconded by a senator
(3) There is extra money that BOSO did suggest that we should use
all the money that is left to help students
7. Questions for factual clarifications
a) Senator: question about the certification
(1) Treasurer discusses the requirements of the certificate
b) ECE: what is the budget looking like for next year? How does this look
for future
(1) Treasurer: there are more operational expenses that will impact
this year; the allocation of money for GRAC would depend on
that after the fact
(2) LRC: if you want you can make a change
(3) President: they have data about it $20,000-30,000
¢) ECON: if you cant disclose the amounts; can we afford $20,000
d) Senator: is the money coming from GRAC or separate allocations?
(1) Treasurer: the current FSCO we have to give 50% of our overall
budget to grants
e) Industrial Engineering: does any other grant have fixed numbers?
(1) Treasurer: yes they do and listed them but others like the
childcare one is not listed
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f) Senator: asked about the grant money-can you take the money from the
other money that wasnt used and put it in this one next year

(1) Treasurer: there are rules saying that you have to put at least
$500 in the grants

g) Senator: how many people benefited from this when it was started in
2013?

(1) President: doesnt give percentage of the people that benefitted
but can see Fall 2019 allocated ~$16,000; pretty open to
changing the amount based on this

B. Motion to recess for 15 minute 6:46pm for food
1. Seconded by languages and cultures
a) Recess is over
b) LRC: the bill allows us to address the issue and then it also allows us to
use one of our grants we already have so we can use it; third thing setting
minimum of $20,000 right now
c) Languages and cultures: has this not been shared with the GRAC chair

(1) President: prior to introducing to LRC shared it with the GRAC
chair but there hasnt been any response which then brought it to
LRC to give to senate

d) COS: so the money was allocated to grants beforehand and now that we
are reinstating it it will go back to this program
e) Senator: why was it discontinued

(1) President: reviewers looked at it and just thought it was different

year to year and didnt bring it back
f) Food science: do you know the numbers of how many grads have
children

(1) President: the information is too sensitive to know so they didnt
give

g) Motion to end questions and move to discussion by Nursing

(1) Seconded by ECON

(a) Voting (%)
(1) Aye26
(ii))  Present 41
(a) Motion fails
h) Senator: these grants are allocated

(1) President GRAC is going through a restructuring on the website
to make it more streamline (automated) bc of that there will be
less GRAC Vice Chairs

(a) Now we have a website; will this website exclude the
information that is sensitive
(i)  The GRAC chair can do this before it goes to the
reviewers
i) Closing questions since a simple majority is needed only for this
j) Discussion

(1) For (AAE): the timing of this bill is important and we should

consider passing it; and pass it as soon as possible
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Announcements

(2) Against:we need to know why the financial office wants to wait
to pass this bill
(3) For (ECON): the line item says why we need to pass this, it
doesnt necessarily mean we need to spend it, main question is do
we want to fund this for next year
(4) Against (Food Science): will this be only for students that are at
west lafayette? Otherwise it needs to be changes
(a) Motion to amend to specify the campus
(i)  Seconded - failed
(b) Anthropology dont see why we need to specify because
it doesnt in any other grant
(5) AG ECON: something about the 20,000
(a) Senator: should amend to not put the exact amount
(b) Motion to amend the bill by STATS: child disability
(i)  Seconded by Sociology
(a) Questions:
(i)  Isthe age you saw 19?
(i)  Yes
(b) Discsussion
(c) Voting: Aye have it
(i)  Amendment adopted
(c) Motion to amend the last amendment (Educational
studies) include special needs afterschool care
(i)  Seconded by STATS
(a) Questions
(i)  ECON: how does this work with
the form already on that/ how
do we integrate it?

(i)  Senator: they would fit in the
other category of after school
program

(iii))  AAE: If we include section in
the form would that be good

(iv)  -No we dont

(v)  Senator: how do we give the
money to the child care if there
is no verification of the funds

(vi)  -Treasurer will work with
BOSO to make sure

(vil)  Motion to extend time to 2
minutes

(viii)  Education senator: dont think it
is necessary

(ix)  AAE: if we dont have that
section for verification, they still
have $1000?
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A. Parlimentarian: remind if you are working on bill or legislations don’t be discouraged by
the time just send it to them a week before team night
IX. Adjournment

A. Motion to adjourn at 8PM on 7/11

NOTE: Meeting minute notes are continuing from February 11 meeting on Febraury 25. 6:05pm

Wednesday, February 25, 2025, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Virtual adjourned meeting

X.  Call to Order
A. Meeting called to order at 6:05pm
XI.  Roll Call

A. Announcement of Newly Elected Senators and Alternates

1. List of Newly Elected Senators and Alternates will be appended to these minutes
(Appendix A).

B. Senator Roll Call will be appended to these minutes (Appendix B) via iclicker

1. Quorum met 31 out of 52 senators (need 27 senators out of 55 senators)

(i)  ECON: $500 or $1500 from
AAE
(il))  Against AAE: can decide if they
want to apply this to their child
(iiil)  ASEC: more feasible to do $500
over $1500 so we can serve
more students
(iv)  BIOCHEM: do we need this
amendment, is it necessary
(v)  AAE: we need to make sure
there are enough students to
accommodate this
(vi)  Vote:
(vil)  A:50013
(viii) B 1500 (Chemistry, DVM) 19
(ix)  C 3 abstain
(x)  AAEModitying the language to
include with proof of disability,
Education senator brought this
up
(xi)  Motion to amend the
amendment PULSE
(xii))  Seconded by education studies
(xiii)  ECON amending the
amendment
(xiv)  HDFS: change childcare
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(xv)  Seconded by Educational
Studies
(xvi)  Vote:
(xvii))  Aye (Chemistry, DVM, Applied
and Creative Computing)
(xviii))  Nay
(i)  Treasurer: will be giving more clarification on
the bill; reading their paper
(iii) NS senator: looked and saw that there is a
similar program
(iv)  HDFS senator: propose daycare to childcare-
suggesting another amendment
(v)  Seconded by AAE
(a) Discussion
(i) BIOCHEM: daycare used to
only describe daycare facility
(i)  ECON: childcare provider
(ii))  Seconded by BIOCHEM
(iv)  Discussion:
(v)  HDFS: in support as it is more
inclusive
(vi)  Vote passed unanimous consent
(b) Vote: Vote passed unanimous consent
(2) AAE: responding to NS there are no programs like this for the
childcare
(3) LAO: 70% of grad students are funded but this doesnt include
tuition
(4) AGRY: tuition program started in 2024; can we differential these
(a) AAE: bridging the gap between one of the childcare
facilities shutting down
(5) President: clarifies why it is different, immediate assistance vs
university funding that starts in August; we are looking out for
all of us whether it affects us eventhough it might not affect you
(6) HDFS: funding cuts have been announced.
(7) NS: ask the president how do we advocate for people that might
not have a voice right now
(a) President responds that the departments that shes talked
to said there is an issue with this
(8) Motion to close discussion by nursing
(a) Seconded by ECON
(9) Vote (roll call)
(a) Aye (CHEM, DVM, Applied and Creative Computing,
communications) 30
(b) Nay 2
(c) Abstain (lingusitics) 3
(d) Legislation adopted
C. Spending of Senate Projects Funds (TABLED)
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1. Sponsor report (Ethan)

a) Looking into ways to appreciate senators and so wanted to propose we
use the senate projects (stock snack cupboard at PGSC, donate to
humanitarian aid) to use it.

2. President report

a) We should recognize that they do work for Teams and also as a senator, it

is important to appreciate senators
3. LRCreport

a) Senate doesnt have a team chair

b) Treat senator project as an internal spending

c) Itis constitutional and the senate chair can use it as long as the the
president, treasurer, and advisor they can spend it

4. Senate chair relinquished President for a second
5. Senate chair motion to make a committee to decide what to do with the senate
project money

a) Committee members: President, ASEC, Agronomy, VCS

b) Seconded by Nursing

¢) Adopted by unanimous consent

d) President relinquishes back to senate chair

XII.  Announcements
A. Parlimentarian: remind if you are working on bill or legislations don’t be discouraged by
the time just send it to them a week before team night
XIII. Adjournment

A. Motion to adjourn at 7:52PM
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APPENDIX A
LIST OF NEWLY ELECTED SENATORS AND ALTERNATES

See attached one (1) page.
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Attendance on February 11, 2026

New Senators Alternates and Proxies

Absent Alternate or
Department Name Department Senator Proxy
Christian
Environmental and Ecological Chimezie
Engineering obijianya Linguistics Zeyu Feng Ning Zheng
Mechanical Engineering (West  Ramakrishnan Tatyanna Eleanor
Lafayette) Jayasekaran Theatre and Dance Rodriguez Kephart

Doctor of Veterinary Maya Jo Fulton

Medicine (later in mtg) Brenna Shaw
Attendance on February 24, 2026
New Senators Alternates and Proxies
Absent Alternate or
Department Name Department Senator Proxy
Aviation Technology and Applied and Creative
Management Oluwumi Computing Khalil El Breidi  Mitra Panahi
Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine Maya Jo Fulton Brenna Shaw
Statistics Dylan Clarke Arin Chang
Mikayla
BME Sushma Gude | Roach
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APPENDIX B

SENATOR ROLL CALL

[SEE ATTACHED TWO (2) PAGES]
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Attendance on February 11

Department/Program

Aeronautics and Astronautics
Agricultural & Biological Engineering
Agricultural Economics

Agricultural Science Education and
Communication

Agronomy
Anthropology

Applied and Creative Computing (West
Lafayette)

Biochemistry

Biological Sciences

Biomedical Engineering (West
Lafayette)

Black Cultural Center

Botany & Plant Pathology
Chemical Engineering
Chemistry

Civil Engineering
Communication

Computer Science

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary
Sciences

Ecological Sciences and Engineering
Economics
Educational Studies

Electrical and Computer Engineering
(West Lafayette)

Engineering Education
Engineering Technology

English

Senator
Don-Terry Veal
Autumn Denny
Kavitha Srikanth

Kwabena Bayity
Jude Addo-Chidie
Heidi Cooke

Khalil El Breidi

Jacob Czaicki

Ayomide Olohigbe Unuigbokhai

Sushma Gude

Victoria Parker

Jean Paul lyakaremeye
Katherine Leigh Young
Anusha

Chandra Vikas Thipirishetty
Gladys Mana Momade
Harry Tian

Maya Fulton

Sam Harris
Jayvaughn Peter
Zachary Knepper
Fangfang Mo

Abhishek Chappidi
Udeme Idem
Varshitha Yalamanchili

Sidney Ducleroir
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Entomology

Environmental and Ecological

Engineering

Food Science

Forestry & Natural Resources

Health and Kinesiology

Health Sciences

Horticultural & Landscape Architecture

Human Development and Family

Studies

Industrial and Molecular Pharmaceutics

Industrial Engineering

Interdisciplinary Biomedical Sciences

Languages and Cultures

Linguistics

Management

Materials Engineering

Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering (West

Lafayette)

Nuclear Engineering
Nursing

Nutrition Science

Physics and Astronomy

Purdue University Interdisciplinary Life

Sciences (PULSe)
Sociology

Statistics
Theatre & Dance

Veterinary Clinical Sciences

Hira Poudel

Christian Chimezie obijianya
Lauren Yepes

Jean Fritz Saint Preux
Ivan Bobadilla

Esraa Gabal

Grace Lentz

Sybil Cutler

Neha Panchabhai
Pragathi Jha
Danielle Ahwireng

Nafiu Olayiwola Oloore

Zeyu Feng
Chiran Kodippili

Jasmyne Emerson

Geoffrey Baring

Ramakrishnan Jayasekaran
Jonah Lau

Christelle Altidor

Pius Sarfo Buobu

Lindsay Michelle Dawson

Emmanuel Oluwarotimi
Sean Boylan

Dylan Clarke
Tatyanna Rodriguez

Oluwabunmi T. Oladele
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Attendance on February 24
Department/Program
Aeronautics and Astronautics

Agricultural & Biological Engineering

Agricultural Economics

Agricultural Science Education and Communication

Agronomy

Anthropology

Applied and Creative Computing (West Lafayette)

Biochemistry

Biological Sciences

Biomedical Engineering (West Lafayette)
Black Cultural Center

Botany & Plant Pathology

Chemical Engineering

Chemistry

Civil Engineering

Communication

Computer Science

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences
Ecological Sciences and Engineering
Economics

Educational Studies

Electrical and Computer Engineering (West
Lafayette)

Engineering Education
Engineering Technology
English

Entomology

Senator

Don-Terry Veal

Autumn Denny
Kavitha Srikanth
Kwabena Bayity
Jude Addo-Chidie

Heidi Cooke

Khalil El Breidi

Jacob Czaicki

Ayomide Olohigbe Unuigbokhai

Sushma Gude
Victoria Parker
Jean Paul lyakaremeye
Katherine Leigh Young

Anusha

Chandra Vikas Thipirishetty
Gladys Mana Momade
Harry Tian

Maya Fulton

Sam Harris

Jayvaughn Peter

Zachary Knepper

Fangfang Mo

Abhishek Chappidi
Udeme Idem
Varshitha Yalamanchili
Sidney Ducleroir

Hira Poudel
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Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Food Science
Forestry & Natural Resources
Health and Kinesiology

Health Sciences
Horticultural & Landscape Architecture
Human Development and Family Studies

Industrial and Molecular Pharmaceutics

Industrial Engineering
Interdisciplinary Biomedical Sciences

Languages and Cultures

Linguistics

Management

Materials Engineering
Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering (West Lafayette)

Nuclear Engineering
Nursing
Nutrition Science

Physics and Astronomy

Christian Chimezie obijianya

Lauren Yepes

Jean Fritz Saint Preux

Ivan Bobadilla

Esraa Gabal
Grace Lentz
Sybil Cutler
Neha Panchabhai

Pragathi Jha
Danielle Ahwireng

Nafiu Olayiwola Oloore

Zeyu Feng
Chiran Kodippili

Jasmyne Emerson

Geoffrey Baring

Ramakrishnan Jayasekaran

Jonah Lau
Christelle Altidor
Pius Sarfo Buobu

Lindsay Michelle Dawson

Purdue University Interdisciplinary Life Sciences

(PULSe)
Sociology

Statistics
Theatre & Dance

Veterinary Clinical Sciences

Emmanuel Oluwarotimi

Sean Boylan

Dylan Clarke
Tatyanna Rodriguez

Oluwabunmi T. Oladele
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President - Shalom Kpetsu (pgsg.president@gmail.com)

Housing and cost of living

Reports from students indicated that some apartment complexes are significantly lowering rent
for the 2026-2027 year, while others are still struggling to fill units.

At the same time, many students have shared that rising utility costs are offsetting these savings.
I raised this concern directly at the Action Council.

The University Senate Chair explained that many housing providers rely on private providers,
(eg: water systems) rather than city utilities, which adds third-party fees.

This information helps explain the higher bills students are seeing and is shaping ongoing housing
advocacy efforts.

It was recommended that some of these concerns be taken to City Administrators.

Housing and transportation listening session

Organized a listening session focused on housing and transportation challenges.

Worked with Ashley Darnell from the Office of the Dean of Students, through our Advisor Jeff
Stefancic, to ensure students were informed about university resources for off-campus renters.

Student feedback was carefully documented and will be shared with the Action Council at the
next meeting.

A common concern was the difficulty graduate students face when trying to book campus shuttle
services.

I followed up with Auxiliary Services, and updates to the system are planned to improve access
and usability.

Healthy Boiler Initiative

To support mental health and overall wellbeing, PGSG partnered with Purdue Farms to offer
graduate students a 25% discount on salad kits from March 7 to May 9.
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mailto:pgsg.president@gmail.com
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To mark the 40th anniversary, PGSG is also launching a food voucher program.

This includes 40 dining court vouchers available from October 2026 through April 2027 and
vouchers usable at the Purdue Memorial Union during August and September 2026.

The goal is to help students maintain healthy habits even during demanding academic schedules.

Vouchers will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, with priority given to first-time
recipients.

Leadership and continuity

Continued biweekly meetings with the PGSG Advisor to review progress, discuss challenges, and
plan next steps.

Student leadership collaboration

Met biweekly with the Student Trustee and the PSG President to coordinate efforts on shared
student concerns.

Discussions have focused on housing, transportation, and long-term priorities such as alumni
engagement and career planning after Purdue.

Graduate insurance advocacy

Spring-admitted students reached out with concerns about affording health insurance after
registration deadlines had passed.

Worked with Vice Provost Oliver-Jischke to connect students with appropriate resources.

With guidance from the PGSG Advisor, students were directed to HR Benefits, where questions
were addressed promptly.

In response to continued confusion around recent insurance changes, Senator for the Agricultural
and Biological Engineering department, Autumn Derry and I are working with PUSH to organize
an Insurance 101 workshop.

The goal is to help graduate students better understand their coverage and how recent changes
affect their care.


http://www.purduegradstudents.com
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Childcare support

e Authored legislation to reinstate the PGSG Childcare Grant following news of the potential
closure of one campus daycare center.

e Worked with the Vice Provost of OGSPS to identify additional childcare grants that graduate
students can apply for ahead of the anticipated closure.

Parking concerns

e Met with Steven Carn, Senior Manager of Parking Services, to discuss parking challenges faced
by graduate students.

e Discussed a proposed initiative to waive certain parking fines, with a potential rollout in April.

Cross-government coordination
e Met biweekly with the PSG President and Vice President to align efforts on shared concerns such
as housing pressures and access to off-campus transit during the summer.
University Senate and sustainability
e Attended a University Senate meeting where joint sustainability legislation was introduced.

e Resolution No. FA25-R001, “Supporting a University-wide Sustainability Task Force for the
Student Body”, was tabled for discussion at the next meeting.

e Currently working with PSG’s Sustainability Committee to prepare for discussion on the Senate
floor.

Governance and policy

e Reviewed the Financial Code of Operations and proposed revisions aimed at improving clarity
and strengthening governance.
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PGSG anniversary planning

e Led weekly ad hoc committee meetings in preparation for the anniversary reception scheduled for
February 20.

e Planning has focused on logistics and coordination.

Mental health and wellbeing

e Met with the Dean of Students and the Vice Provost of Student Life to discuss mental health
initiatives, Mental Health Action Week, and ways to extend coverage and outreach to graduate
students on both the West Lafayette and Indianapolis campuses.

Committees and councils

e Attended Fiscal Board meeting to discuss budgetary processes.

e Attended the Action Council for Housing and Student Wellbeing meeting and working with the
PGSG Senate Chair to invite Auxiliary Services staff to a future Senate meeting.

e Attended Graduate Council meeting with university partners to ensure graduate student
perspectives remain represented.
Administrative engagement

o Attended Coffee and Conversation with Vice Provost Oliver-Jischke and established connections
to support outreach to graduate students at Purdue Indianapolis.

e Attended the Advisory Committee meeting with President Mung Chiang.

Endowment and long-term financial planning

o Worked with Purdue for Life, the Director of SAO, and the PGSG Advisor to move PGSG’s
endowment account from OGSPS to Student Life’s BOSO domain. This transition is an important
step toward PDOG and the creation of a dedicated endowment fund for PGSG.
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Purdue for Life collaboration

Met with Purdue for Life to discuss graduate-focused career and alumni engagement.

Shared the need for career support that reflects the wide range of graduate pathways, including
industry, policy, and non-academic roles.

Discussed alumni involvement through mentoring, panels, and small-group conversations.

Identified potential pilot initiatives focused on long-term graduate student and alumni
connections.

Emphasized early alumni engagement and the importance of graduate student input in shaping
programming.

Raised graduate-specific transition topics such as stipends, taxes, visas, and negotiating first
employment offers.

Highlighted the importance of inclusive engagement for international, first-generation, and
underrepresented graduate students.

Positioned PGSG@40 as a platform for sustained collaboration rather than one-time engagement.

Chief of Staff - (pgsg.cos@gmail.com)
Treasurer - (pgsg.treasurer@gmail.com)

Attended meetings of the Ad Hoc Subcommittee and actively worked on proposed updates to the
Financial Code of Operations (FCO). Gave suggestions based on review of the bylaws and
constitution to the LRC.

Budget preparation for the upcoming fiscal year is currently in process.

Financial records from the last quarter are being reviewed and compiled to ensure accuracy and
alignment with reporting requirements.

History Wall project: Significant historical content has been collected; materials are currently being
collated, with additional updates expected.

Updates on officer payments: BOSO/DFA approval is complete, and Domestic students -
communication is expected to go out soon, International students - student org award on the Bursar

page.

Senate Chair - (pgsg.senatechair@gmail.com)
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Public Relations -(pgsg.pro@gmail.com)
Parliamentarian - (pgsg.parliamentarian@gmail.com)

e Proposed updates to the FCO are still under review.

e [RC voted on reinstating the Childcare grant; other legislation(s) received will be voted on at the
February Teams night.

e Review of governing documents.

e Thinking of inviting Dr. Lori Hoagland, Chair of URPC for legislation workshop. Suggestions are
welcome.

Diversity Officer - (pgsg.diversity@gmail.com)

Legislative Affairs - (pgsg.lad@gmail.com)

Career Chair - (pgsg.career@gmail.com)

Community Chair -(pgsg.community@gmail.com)

Life Chair - (pgsg.life@gmail.com)

Grant Review and Allocation Chair - (pgsg.grantreview@gmail.com)

e Attended subcommittee on FCO to explain updates on grant policies
e Elected new GSOGA/ Symposium Grant Vice Chair
e Everything is running smoothly
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