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PURDUE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 

 

RESOLUTION No. SP23 – R007 

Resolution Concerning Graduate Staff Eligibility for 
Employee-based Car Rental Discounts 

Author(s): Somosmita Mitra; Gokulan Ravi 
Sponsor(s): Somosmita Mitra, School of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 
 

WHEREAS Purdue considers Graduate Student Staff (i.e., Graduate Teaching 
Assistants, Graduate Lecturers, Graduate Administrative/Professionals and Graduate Research 
Assistants) to be employees of the University;"1 and  

WHEREAS Employee benefits on car rentals which were applicable until 
September 2022 are no longer eligible for aforementioned graduate students; and 

WHEREAS The employee benefits enabled graduate students to make use of the 
contract made between Purdue University and Enterprise Car rentals in guaranteeing lowest rates 
for business and personal use;2 and 

WHEREAS The definition of “employee” in the policy excludes all undergraduate 
and graduate students, and considers them as “students”; and 

WHEREAS Car rental prices for graduate students offered by Enterprise has 
increased from $35 per day to $70 per day approximately due to the ineligibility of using 
employee-based discounts; and 

WHEREAS The increase in prices affect student mental well-being and the 
inability to pay the high costs of car rental leads to restrictions in travel; and 

WHEREAS Purdue refers to the Big10 contract with Enterprise for business travel 
which does not exclude graduate students3; and 

WHEREAS Graduate student employees should still be able to make use of the 
contract and get discounted rates; and 

 
1 https://www.purdue.edu/policies/human-resources/vif11.html 
2 https://www.purdue.edu/procurement/travel/discounts/car-rental.php 
3 https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1xFqn2kmLSjuI5BwWSdyMciTzl4P58eE  
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WHEREAS Graduate Staff, as employees, should be eligible to use the Big10 
contract for personal travel; and 

WHEREAS The mental well-being of graduate students is a part of PGSG’s 
commitment to advocate for student voices: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Purdue Graduate Student 
Government calls for the reintroduction of employee-based car rental discounts for graduate 
students on assistantships.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Resolution be placed with Purdue 
University Travel for the reintroduction of the employee-     based discount on car rentals for 
graduate students on assistantships; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Resolution be placed with the 
university wide Action Council on Student Housing and Wellbeing (SHW) for appropriate action. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 15th day of February 2023. 

 
 
 
 
   

President, PGSG  Senate Chair, PGSS 
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Certification 
 

  I, Mary Brown, Senate Clerk of the Purdue Graduate Student Senate, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing resolution was regularly passed and adopted by the Purdue Graduate 
Student Senate of Purdue University, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 15th day of February 
2023 by the following vote: 
 

AYES (37): Agricultural and Biological Engineering - Mike Sserunjogi 
Agricultural Economics - Haseeb Daudzai 
Agricultural Sciences Education and Communication - Bryanna Nelson 
Agronomy - Binod Gyawali 
Animal Sciences - Sarah Innis 
Anthropology - Olivia Palepoi 
Aviation and Transportation Technology - Shantanu Gupta 
Basic Medical Sciences - Siyuan Sun 
Biological Sciences - Morgan Chaney 
Botany and Plant Pathology - Ricky Critchfield 
Chemistry - Solita Wilson 
Civil Engineering - Agustin Quinones 
Communication - Savannah Meier 
Comparative Literature - Marisa J. Bryans 
Computer Science - Jacob White 
Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences - Austin Blevins 
Economics - Talha Cakir 
Electrical and Computer Engineering - Somosmita Mitra 
Engineering Education - Barbara Fagundes 
Engineering Technology - Archana Dharanipragada 
Environmental and Ecological Engineering - Aliya Edhe 
Food Science - Anaël Kimble 
Forestry and Natural Resources - Ken Yao Chong 
History - Secret Permenter 
Horticulture and Landscape Architecture - Camila Ulloa Gomez 
Hospitality and Tourism Management - Rachel Zhang 
Industrial Engineering - Utkuhan Genc 
Interdisciplinary Biomedical Sciences (IBSC) - James Kirby 
Languages and Cultures - Santiago Parra Giraldo 
Materials Engineering - Daniel Sinclair 
Nuclear Engineering - Stepan Ozerov 
Philosophy - Mary Brown 
Physics and Astronomy - Shayamal Singh 
Political Science - Matthew Ellis 
Public Health - Sidney Smith 
Statistics - Sagar Ksheera (Acting Senator) 
Technology, Leadership, and Innovation - Elizabeth Thompson 
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NAYS (0):  
ABSENT (9): Curriculum and Instruction - Theodora Amuah 

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) - Alaunie Smiley 
Educational Studies - Stephanie Contreras 
Global Supply Chain Management - Rohan Saini 
Human Development and Family Studies - Amy Loviska 
Industrial and Physical Pharmacy - Pradnya Prakash Bapat 
Purdue University Interdisciplinary Life Sciences (PULSe) - Lauren 
Wilbanks 
Sociology - Reilly Kincaid 
Veterinary Clinical Sciences - Ojo Oluwabunmi T. 

ABSTAINED (10): Biochemistry - Steven McKenzie 
Biomedical Engineering - Michael Zimmerman 
Chemical Engineering - Annie Sun 
Ecological Sciences and Engineering (ESE) - Neha Shakelly 
English - Alex Anderson 
Health Sciences - Sydney Stradtman 
Management - Arindam Roy Chowdhury 
Mechanical Engineering - Meghavin Bhatasana 
Nutrition Science - Qianyue Wang 
Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences - Brooke Rodgers 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of March 

2023. 
 
 
 
 
   
  Senate Clerk, PGSS 
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